Dose-intense PEFG (cisplatin, epirubicin, 5-fluorouracil, gemcitabine) in advanced pancreatic adenocarcinoma: a dose-finding study.
The aim of this study was to assess the maximum tolerated dose (MTD) of an intensified PEFG regimen administered every 14 days to patients with Stage III or metastatic pancreatic adenocarcinoma. Twenty-nine patients received fixed doses of both epirubicin (30 mg/m2) and 5-fluorouracil (200 mg/m2/day on Days 1-14) and of escalating doses of cisplatin and gemcitabine. The MTD was cisplatin 30 mg/m2 and gemcitabine 800 mg/m2. With respect to classical PEFG, intensified regimen potentially improved the dose-intensity of both cisplatin and epirubicin by 50 percent and of gemcitabine by 33 percent, reduced Grade 3-4 haematological toxicity and the number of outpatient accesses.